
Protecting the public health and natural resources of the White River 
watershed through advocacy, education, and research. 

Jessie J. Green 
Executive Director & Waterkeeper 
White River WATERKEEPER® 
Phone: (870) 577-5071  
Email: jessie@whiteriverwaterkeeper.org 
Website: www.whiteriverwaterkeeper.org   



What’s a Waterkeeper?  

HISTORY 

• 1966 – Hudson River Fisherman’s Association  

• 1983 – Hudson Riverkeeper 

• 1999 – Waterkeeper Alliance 

• 2017 – >300  Waterkeepers worldwide 

 

 



What’s a Waterkeeper?  

• Not an “environmentalist”  

• Defending the fundamental human right to “drinkable, fishable, and 
swimmable waters”  

• Clean Water is our sole focus 

• Non-partisan 

 

ADVOCATE. EDUCATE. INVESTIGATE. 



Where We Work 



Where We Work 

White River Watershed 
• 27,799 sq. miles 
• > 1,000 stream miles designated as 

Outstanding Resource Waters 
• Extraordinary Resource Waters 
• Ecologically Sensitive 

Waterbodies 
• Natural and Scenic Waterways 

• Diverse land-use  
 

 



Upcoming Buffalo River Projects 

• Swim Guide Program 

• Microbial Source Tracking 

• Septic Tank Remediation and Education 

• Image Database 

• Pollution Hotline 



Issues with Karst 

 

Image: Source Rocks 



Issues with Karst 

 



Issues with Karst 
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www.theswimguide.org 



• Detailed information on  
• Sampling location 

• Current Status 

• Monitoring Frequency 

• Source Information  

• Water Quality Standards 

• Water Quality Trends 



 



• Public Input on Sampling 
Locations 

• Volunteer Training 

• Jasper, AR - IDEXX 

• Buffalo River  
• Kings River 

• War Eagle 
• Crooked Creek 

• Weekly Monitoring 
• Sample Thursday – Report 

Friday 
 



Louisiana Department of 
Health & Hospitals Beach 
Monitoring Program 

Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 

Texas General Land 
Office 

National Park Service,  
United States Geological Survey,  
and Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 

Who Can Help?  



 



Values, costs and rates generated in this program are for informational purposes. The costs do not represent quoted estimates. Please contact Source Molecular, info@sourcemolecular.com if you need an 
official priece estimate. 

Enter project details below: You can 
leave only one of the top 3 cells blank. 
The estimator will calculate the value 
you leave blank. 

The estimator will calculate the value 
which you left blank. This is a ball park 
estimate of the your project cost. 

Projects with more than 15 samples are eligible 
for a discount. If the project qualifies for a 
discount, the estimator will calculate the 
discounted price. 

Enter Project Details Ball Park Project Discount Eligible At least 15% price reduction 

Budget Project Cost $39,750.00 Discounted Project Cost $29,812.50 

Sampling locations 10 Sampling locations 10 

Sampling events 5 Sampling events 5 

Tests per sample 3 Tests per sample 3 

Quantification (Yes/No) Yes Quantification Yes 

price per sample $795.00 Discounted Sample Price $596.25 

Price per test $265.00 Discounted Test Price $198.75 

Number of Samples 50 

Cost per Site $3,975.00 Discounted Cost per Site $2,981.25 

Cost per Event $7,950.00 Discounted Cost per Event $5,962.50 



• Limitations 
• -20°C Freezer 

•Concurrent E. coli monitoring 

•Weight of Evidence 



• Following MST 

• Public Benefits 
• Education 

• Pump-out 

• Repair  

• Replacement 

• No (or low) Interest Loan Programs 

• Ozark Water Watch & Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
• Assistance dependent on household income 



Big Creek, Newton Co.  

Photo credit: Carol Bitting 

Reg. 2.509 – “Materials stimulating algal growth shall not be 
present in concentrations sufficient to cause objectionable 
algal densities or other nuisance aquatic vegetation or 
otherwise impair any designated use of the waterbody.” 



• Free and open-source set of tools 

• Build data collection form or survey 

• Multiple choice or short answer 

• Collect data on mobile device and send it to a server 

• Aggregate collected data on a server and extract it in useful 
formats. 

 



 



Advocate 

• Participation in 
Stakeholder Workgroups 

• Antidegradation  

• Triennial Review of 
Reg. 2 Water Quality 
Standards  



Thank You! 

Email: jessie@whiteriverwaterkeeper.org 
Website: www.whiteriverwaterkeeper.org   

@WhiteRiverWaterkeeper 


